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PENTECOST II                 June 6, 2021                   

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

his 12 

disciples as Apostles --- ill become the bearers of the gospel message to the world, 

and on the other by the 

Jesus will inevitably fall upon those who 

dealing with here has Satan at its center: Satan contrasted with Jesus, darkness contrasted with light. 

Based on Beelzebul, a Semitic deity worshipped by the Philistines, Satan in scripture had over time grown 

only possible through good decisions

de Jesus to betray that 

 

Into this scene we find the family of Jesus entering upon the stage of his missionary activity. But they 

have not come to congratulate him or to heap praise upon him but rather to condemn his behavior 

which appears to them to exhibit increasingly problematic elements. In fact, they believe he has gone 

 

mere record that he came from Nazar y 

under their control because of what they had heard about scenes in distant Capernaum which had led 

them to conclude that he had gone out of his mind. They believe that it is time to take Jesus in hand for 

 

Previously, in Galilee Jesus had remained up to this point a figure so popular 

however, it was a different story.   There he had f

 Jerusalem, in the mind of Jesus must have 

begun to appear as Exorcism had been and would remain throughout 

his 

emons to leave is sufficient to mark him as one who 

by attributing his power to evil rather than to good. 
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(had come to represent ) 

interpret his ministry as being exercised in support of Satan  to 

 

dramatically at work in the world. And a newly arrived delegation of hostile witnesses has arrived from 

the family of Jesus, even though there is no evidence that (his immediate family) actually attributed his 

madness to demonic influence. For Mark, however, this was the essence of what the scribes believed, and 

regarded as making the scribes  

Mark here develops the 

essentially spiritual dimen

 

If we step back a bit from this narrative and examine it carefully, we can better see what is actually going 

on here. For example, in any crowd scene, once people have been reduced to name-calling, they begin to 

 has shown up to raise the stakes, 

say almost anything to buttress their case against an enemy. And then the scene tends to descend into 

chaos rather quickly. 

flaw in the thinking of the scribes. If the accuser (that is, Satan himself, the word in Hebrew) were to 

So, if the kingdom of Satan is toppling, through the work of Jesus, 

arriving is true even if their labeling him is not  

But, naturally, that label is wrong. Jesus argues that even if the Stronger One (in the words of John the 

exorcisms are 
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it is no surprise that Jesus regards the attacks on him by the Pharisees and Scribes as unforgiveable sins. 

They are sins against God himself. These representatives of the Jerusalem religious establishment were 

consider

 

who like to be honored in public places while th

drawing on great power to perform exorcisms but fatally misidentify its source because he does not 

as a result of this misreading of Jesus, they commit the greatest blasphemy of all by denouncing him as a 

the 

be to God. 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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